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Testing and
ltem Writing Tips:

s

ERIis Continuing Education Workshops
Larry Simmons, RN, PhD
(Isimmons@eriworld.com)

Educational Resources, Inc. (ERI) is an approved
provider of Continuing Nursing Education Contact
Hours (CEs) through the Kansas State Board

of Nursing (LT0214-0972), the Missouri Nurses
Association (#104-1-247), the California Board of
Registered Nursing (CEP #8019), and the lowa
Board of Nursing (Provider #274).

In 2004, ERI provided many successful Continuing
Education Faculty Workshops throughout the
country, with more than 300 faculty members
participating. Locations for these workshops

have included the Oklahoma Practical Nursing
Conference, the ldaho Nurse Educatoris
Conference, and the annual meeting of the National
Organization for Associate Degree Nursing.

These workshops are easily tailored to meet the
needs of the participants. Content topics may
include:

I Critical Thinking in the Classroom and Clinical
Settings

i Developing Clear Instructional Objectives
§ Multigenerational Issues in the Classroom
§ Mapping Curriculum to the NCLEXE Test Plan.

A Guidelines to Item Writing and Test
Construction

By far, the most popular workshop topic continues
to be the Guidelines to Item Writing and Test
Construction sessions. Along with didactic
information, a practice session with a sample test
allows the audience to become active participants
by reviewing and revising sample test questions.

Through workshop evaluations, we have
consistently found this session to be very helpful to
faculty.

Depending on the format and amount of time
allotted for the workshop, participants may earn
from three to five CEs for attendance. The charge
is $10.00 per person. ERI provides the host with
workshop brochures for potential participants,
instructional materials and lunch for the day of the
workshop.

If your program is interested in hosting a
workshop for area faculty, please contact your ERI
Educational Consultant or Dr. Larry Simmons at
1-800-292-2273.
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You asked for it ... You got it!

In response to requests from our clients,
ERI will add percentile data to the
standardized scoring on your programis
student reports, starting in the Spring 2005
semester.

ERI wants your programis input regarding
the design and content of our student
reports. If you have examples of reports
in the style you would like to see ERI use,
please email (sales@eriworld.com) or fax
(913-671-1275) examples to the attention of
your ERI Educational Consultant.
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The Difference between Standardized & Percentile Scoring

A Standardized Scoring reflects a
standard or criterion of performance
and is generated from normed,
referenced testing.

A Standardized Scoring is more
diagnostic of content competency.

A With Standardized Scoring, a
student score is compared to other
student performance on a national
basis. These scores do not rank the
student.

A The NCLEXE examination uses
standardized scoring methods, not
percentiles.

A Standardized Scoring methods are
easy to use with statistical analysis
procedures.

A Percentile Scoring is often
confusing, especially to students.

A Percentiles rank student scores
with other students. These are useful
for placement, but not useful for
diagnosing content knowledge.

A Percentiles are not reflective of a
standard or criterion.

A Percentiles do not have a true
predictive value.

A Percentiles cannot be configured
with customized or integrated testing
that has been correlated with your
programis curricula.

A Any connotations made with
Percentile Scores are arbitrary.

A Percentile Scores are often
misleading. Should all your students
score poorly on an examination, a
percentile rank is still assigned based

on the pool.

For further information please contact Dr. Larry Simmons, Director of Research,
at 800.292.2273 or by email: Isimmons@eriworld.com.

Points to Ponder

by Susan Pfister, PhD, RN, BC

The 2005 NCLEXE Examination Candidate Bulletin

To better serve our clients, ERI regularly monitors the National Council of

State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) website.

The NCSBN has posted the 2005 NCLEXE Examination Candidate Bulletin
to their website. This Bulletin provides information specific to licensure exam registration requirements,
the test plan for the examination and types of exam items.

The PDF format document can be accessed directly from their home page (www.ncsbn.org) and is
easily downloaded and printed by any faculty, students or other interested parties.







